Al The Hational College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educalors with the conlidence and practical skilks to be able to have infermed and oge-appropriate
conversations with children about online salety, mental heolth and wellbeing, and climabe change. Formerly delivered by Hational Online Salety, these guides now address wider bopics and thermes,
For further guides, hints and tips, please visil nationalcollege.cam.
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What Parenté?&"“’tducators Need to Know about

The video game Final Fantasy XIV launched in 2010, and, despite being critically panned, it saw an
overhaul that has made it one of the biggest success stories in gaming. Its huge world, epic story =« /7
and versotile combat system have continued to draw in new players, but there’s a lot that trusted -

adults need to be aware of = not least the cost of paying monthly to play.
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- ALWAYS ONLINE

= Fingl Fantosy XIV is an MMORPG, which
- *  stands for Mossively Multiplayer Onling
& Robe-Floying Garme, Much like World of Warcraft,
« Ployers create o character in a chosen class and
level up by completing quaests to goin power and
« ¢ Itemns. The gome requires o constant intemiat
"s ' connection, whether you're playing on PG, Mac,
FlayStation or Xboe, and thares no option to

ploy affline.
NG

REGULAR EXPANSIONS

A5 with similar titles in the genre, players =
. con purchase sxponsions to unlock additional

cantent for tha garme. Those without tha
expanskeng will be locked out of certoin naw
gquasts ond octivities, meaning that young

w - perople wiho ploy reguiarty will potentially hove
the next relecse sormarked on their calendar,
raady te buy it as soon as pessible,

. IN-GAME PURCHASES
-~ & SUBSCRIPTION FEE

Lsars nead to pay £8.99 per rmonth o play

Final Fantasy XV, but there ks o frea triad, i
someons stops ing, thay'll lose occess to
their character {althowgh they'll be oble to pick
up the payments agoin ond resume whers thay
left off}. 1f o player forgets to cancel their
paymants, however, those subscription feas will
continus rolling on outematically.
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VOICE & TEXT CHAT

Finad Fantasy X1V lsts players send chat
massages in-goma or speak to each othar over
wolos chet. On the ane hand, that provides .
plenty of choica for how those enjeying the

gama can interact with their fellow fons, On tha

other hand, howaver, it°s eosler than in mmommy

2 games to receihve unprompied messages froma
» strongaes, with whom you constantly share your

A@.““ play space.
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VIOLENCE

While Final Fantasy X1V hae o faidy lght tone
throughout saime of its quests, many invale
killing enemiss and sometimes sven wiid
animals. Tha vialencs isn't azpacially strang =
mare comparable b a cartoon or anifme styls -
bat the act alans may make some children feel
unearmiartable, il they're not vet able to
seporate otlonal arm rom the real kind.
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POTENTIAL FOR “
ADDICTION

As with Workd of Warcraft, there's an elermant of
oddictien to Final Fontosy X, The gomeploy

g con be guite engrossing, as minutes turn
inte hours and howrs into doys whiles ploying
olone or with friends. This con potentially leod to
miszing real-life ewents, o lack of interest inany

!

octivities not related to the gomae and
procrastination around respoensibilities like
schoobwark,
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olete quests, and see if they enjoy it before
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Meet Our Expert

Lloyd Coombes is the Editor-in-Chief of Gafecon, and hos basn working in
the goming and tech industry for five years. & lengtime fan of onling gomeas,
ha's also o parent, and thevefore understands the importonce of enline
safety, Writing mainty about tech and fitness, his work hos previously baan
published at sites including IGN, TechRraodar and plenty maore,
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are it may also end up
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want to try it out,

REMEMBER, IT'S A PEGI 16 @

Despite its oftan-ralaxing nunﬂ,."
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occasien], Thare's minimolt
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